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AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
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AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
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AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 

CONFIDENTIAL MAPUTO 0813 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PGOV, PINS, PINT, MZ 

SUBJECT: MACHEL'S ABSENCE AT INAUGURATION OF TAZARA 

REF: LUSAKA 1831 

1 . WHILE EMBASSY DOES NOT KNOW WHY MACHEL DID NOT ATTEND TAZARA 
RAILWAY CELEBRATION AND MAURITIUS OAU MEETING, WE HAVE NO 
REASON TO BELIEVE HIS NON-APPEARANCE AT THOSE TWO FUNCTIONS HAD 
ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE SECURITY SITUATION IN MOZAMBIQUE. 

2. AS FAR AS WE ARE AWARE, THERE HAVE BEEN NO UNUSUAL 
POLITICAL, MILITARY OR SECURITY ACTIVITIES IN MAPUTO IN 
RECENT WEEKS. NOR HAVE WE HEARD ANY RUMORS OR REPORTS OF 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS ON MACHEL. IN FACT SINCE JUNE 25 
INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS, SECURITY AROUND PRESIDENT MACHEL 

HAS NOT BEEN NOTICABLY HEAVY. FACT THAT MACHEL SPENT SEVERAL DAYS 
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IS NOT OVERLY CONCERNED ABOUT HIS POSITION AT HOME. 

3. RUMORS OF DISSIDENCE IN THE NORTH AMONG MAKONDE IS RATHER 
COMMONPLACE HERE. HOWEVER, THERE IS NO PROFF THAT ANY TYPE OF 
INSUGRECTION IS TAKING PLACE. OM CONTRARY, RECENT VISITORS 

TO THE NORTH (BRITISH EMBOFF AND LOCAL UN OFFICIALS) REPORT 
FRELIMO IS FIRMLY IN CONTROL THROUGHOUT NORTHERN TIER OF 
COUNTRY, INCLUDING MAKONDE-DOMINATED CABO DELGADO PROVINCE. 

4. FOR LUSAKA:EMBASSY WOULD BE INTERESTED IN KNOWING BASIS 

FOR BRITISH SECURITY OFFICER'S COMMENTS ON MOZAMBIQUE SITUATION. 

CARSO 
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